tha in the Fits, 4 5 
Son at the UxrvexsrTy, | 


Diſſuading Him from going into 
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uiſpiam offendatur et ſibi Fin ; 

habet, quod expoſtulet, cum eo, qui i ſcripſit 3/ 3 
i volet, ſuum agat injuriam ut 28 4 
roditor, qui declaravit hæc ad 

rie pertinere Eraln. ad Dorpian. 
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My Lord 3 OO one: 
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A 

HEN I firſt thoitght of publiſhing the Me wi 
lowing Paper, I was advis'd by a Friend the! 
whom I had communicated it) to ſend Hilti 
broad under the Protection of ſome eminent Perk 
vVvhoſe Name might ſecure it a favourable Rcceptigf 
upon which I ran over a Liſt of 1rifh Worthies, 
cou'd find none whoſe Patrunage it cou'd ſo jul 
claim as your Lordſhip's; and I am confident, t 
whoever diſcovers and juſtly conſiders the true Sc 
and Deſign of it, will readily confeſs, that with 
Injuſtice to your Lordſhip I cou'd not have pail 
you by. 
A Dedication is the proper Place for Panegyrid 

bur your Lordſhip's Virtues ſpeak too plainly 


bs themſclves, and tod loudly to need the Aſſiſtance 


my Pen: Like all other things of an extraordin 
Kind, they are more eaſy to conceive than expriſ 
Beſides, when I conſider your Lordſhip's Cond 
and Character, I find the whole ſo much of a Pie 
and every Part fo truly admirable, that I find it 
moſt impoſſible to fix. where to begin, on what p 
of it to compliment you firſt ; fo that J am lik 
Needle between two Magnets, the Attractions Wk 
both ſides are fo ſtrong that I can move no way: 
like the Aſs between two green Fields, perfect 
like ready to ſtarve in the midſt of Abundance 
But becauſe Philoſophers will not allow of a 
ſuch thing as an Tndifference-in Equilibrio : 8 
tranſmitting of excellent Characters is a Debt d 
to Poſterity, and that poſſibly no other Perſon m 


hereafter be found, willing and qualified to und 
FM . tab 


LZ . 

ſo difficult and arduous a Task; I will for the 
ft of ſucceeding Generations, ſpeak a Word or 
in praiſe of them: For the Benefit of ſucceed- 
ones I ſay, for the preſent, which is ſo happy as 


the e within the Sphere of your Activity, and have 
lende Energy and happy Influence of thoſe bright 
nd Huities and Perfections, which are the natural and 
Perſ@Muir'd Ornaments of your Perſon and Character, 


[think the beſt Deſcriptions faint and imperfect. 
Painter can draw to the Life; all Copies muſt 
me ſhort of the Original. 

When I conſider, my Lord, how eminently you 
re diſtinguiſhed yourſelf, what glorious Atchieve- 
nts you have perform'd, and what vaſt Emolu- 
mthath from them accrued to the Publick, That 
| ſhine equally in the Senate and in the Pulpit, 
din both have ſpoke as never Man before you ſpake. 


Bench, than your Writings are to the Preſs, and 


dinger noble Diſcoveries they have exhibited for the 
Ly alt and Improvement of Mankind, J muſt con- 
on 


de as your Lordſhip elegantly obſerves (a) That 
Humane Nature is not that raſcally Breed that it 


1 it Whas been repreſented.” And that if our Men of 
it Pg and Education wou'd but employ their Time 
lik Talents to the fame uſeful Purpoſes, we might 
NS 


WF ith, and even excel, our Neighbours, as much 
al Reſpects, as it is thought your Lordſhip in- 


en prove we do in the Antiquiry of our Origin 
cehedeſcent. | ed 
8 bu, my Lord, when I conſider farther, how the 


vi Wl Pref. to Def. of the Ant. Hiſtorians, 


ta you 


hat your Speeches are not more an Orrament to 


urch (for the Benefit of which your Labours are 
Nicularly calculated) hath lifted up its Head and 
filr under your Adminiſtration: How ſtrict 
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ou are in your Diſc line: that your Ordinatio 
= been few and r. what Caution and Learnj 
you have employ*d in examining Candidates for H 
ly Orders, and that by you the Church hath be 
repleniſh*d with a Set of grave, wiſe and ſober ) 
ſtors : That in the Diſpoſal of Benefices you hi 
never been influenced by any other Regards, | 
thoſe of Virtue and Merit, and that they who ha 
Jabour'd longeſt in the Vineyard, and born the He 
and Burden of the Day, have been always promo 
by your Lordſhip, even in preference to your ne: 
eſt and moſt deſerving Relations. That by you tl 
Ruins occaſioned by the Sloth, Negligence 4 
Avarice of your Predeceſſors, have been grea 
repair*d, how diffuſively you have caſt your Bre 
upon the Waters ; what Numbers of Churchesa 
Alms-Houſes have been rais'd at your fole 


pence ; how ealy and diſingag'd you are to tian; 
World, without any ſordid Views P raifing a T A 
tune and Family out of the Revenues of your Seite: 
or ever troubling your Thoughts about (what ichn 
much diſtracts the reſt of your Fellow-Creatu any 
Uſury and Purchaſes ; that no griping Fees have ght 
ver been extorted by you, or your Officiates ; and Ha 
fine, that a Dioceſe, the moſt remarkable for Moth. 
diſorderly State, hath by your Wiſdom in dividiq; en 


and conſolidating, been reduc'd to the moſt ordeſ pl 
regular Form; ſo that there is not now one po 
Vicaridge, or large Sine-Cure; not one Church 
Ruin, nor one Pariſh without an Incumbent ! 
one old Curate, nor young Dignitary; no Murm 
ing among the Labourers, nothing for Envy to c 
at, or Infidelity to gibe, but a univerſal ſhin! 
manly Decorum throughout the Whole, to the C 
fuſion of one, and Conviction of the other; 


| 51 
atioff owing to the unwearied Efforts of your Lord- 
arni p's pious Zeal. 


How muſt the great Ones of this Land rejoice, 
en they behold the goodly Scene, when they ſee 
ir Donations to the Church of God fo wiſely 
celled out, and adjuſted ; their Laws with ſuch 
dence and Vigilance executed, and all their En- 
xwours to promote the Religion of Chriſt thus 
Woſpcring by your ſole Wiſdom, Vigilance and 
Wc? and what Reſentment, or rather Indignation 
ut they ſhew to thoſe who endeayour'd to curb 
uin your Career, and awe you from the Execu- 
n of your beſt concerted Schemes? 

For my part, when J conſider all theſe things, I 
{till more and more in Love with your Lord- 
ip's Character; at every Glimpſe I am fill'd with 
zpture and Extacy of Thought; I fancy myſelf 
anſported into ſome fair Eutopia, to live not in Fæ- 
Rimuli, ſed in Republica Platonis ! an Heart 
lates and exults with Joy, upon the Proſpect of 
ch mighty Advantages, as muſt redound from ſo 
ay excellent Labours, and the Influences of fo 
right, ſo glorious an Example 

Hail then, thou Excellent and Prodigious Man! 
or Wothee, and thee only be the Praiſe ! who ſhall dare 
deny, or pretend to ſhare in the Glory of ſuch 
xploits ? and oh! what an Honour wou'd it be to 
Name (did not my Modeſty forbid) to have it 
ecend to Poſterity along with yours! Good Luck 
ave thou with thine Honour ! Go on: Full of 
ice are thy Lips, and thy Right Hand ſhall 
ch the World terrible things! 


Or H 
h be 


Jam, my Lord, Sc, 
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A LETTER, Ge. 
Dr; Son, 
Received yours, the Contents whereof, affect 
both with Surpriſe and Concern ; I flatter'd 
ſelf that what I had ſaid when I laſt ſaw 50 
wou'd have diverted a Reſolution, which if purſyl 
Puts an end to any hopes I had conceiv'd of 50 
ever making any tolerable Figure in Life: My te 
I know are too well grounded, wherefore I | 
endeavour once more, with that familiarity t 
becomes the nearneſs of our Relation to deſſua 
you from it. 
Tis no doubt an Affair wherein Liberty of Choi 
ſhou'd be given you, and poſſibly if I did interpo 
with my Authority (as your Fortune is in ſome ne 


ſure indeper dent of me) I ſhould prevail no mc 
than by adviſing you as a Friend: So ] ſhall wi 


that, and inſiſt only upon ſuch reſpect, as I ion 
you will not ſcruple to pay, viz. of attending calniſt w 
ly, and conſidering impartially what I have to fk fre 
againſt it. 5 tual] 
You tell me, that having, you truſt, tolerab Nei 
8 your ſelf by ſtudy and ſobriety, you are ue 
oly'd, go into Holy Orders; and aſſign this Re fo. 


ſon for your Reſolution, That you think it a fag, 
honourable and profitable Occupation. 

This at firſt view 1s plauſible enough, and if t 
Caſe was in fact fo, I ſhou'd commend your Choice 
I have no Reaſon (conſidering your Years and 
perience) to find fault with your Judgment in of 
neral ; but in the Point before us you are vaſt 
out and wide of the Truth, 1 


& & $94 
The Reaſon of your Miſtake I take to be this, that 
u falfly imagine Men are either what they ought: 
he, or ſuch as you have found them deſcrib'd 
Books; but what you meet with there is but Gloſs 
1 Varniſh : When you have made the Experi- 
nt, you will find theſe flattering Appearances all 
eitful; and as I have no mind you ſhowd make: 
will therefore briefly ſhew you that it is nei- 
ra Safe nor an Honourable Occupation, and what 
ry Chance there is for its provinga profitable one. 
When you fay it is a Safe one, I ſuppoſe you 
an witn reſpect either to your Perſon, or your 
nue. If the former, it is true, a Clerical Habit 
omctimes a Cloak for Cowardiſe; but I ſhou'd be 
ry to think you had any occaſion for it upon that 
ount,if L did, and had no other Objection, I ſhou'd 
iſe you againſt it; for few Offices, if I miſtake 
, require more Courage in the Execution ; I 
t mean Heat and Paſſion, but ſtec dy intrepid 
Imneſs : and then, the ſame Regularity of Be- 
our, the ſame courteous, obliging Deportment 
t will gain you reſpect in this State, and ſecure 
from Inſults, will anſwer the Purpoſe more ef- 
Wally in any other. 
Neither do I think that your Virtue will be more 
re by aſſuming this Character, than yovr Per- 
lor tho? it may put you under Reſtraints in jome 
© it expoſes you to more trying Temptations 
VINers, 
dere are ſome kinds of Vice, ſuch as Adultery. 
n Profaneneſs, and habitual Drunkenneſs, which 
general Vogue and Faſhion of the World, hath 
a manner, authoriz'd among Lay-Men, that in 
& who have aſſum'd the Indeliable Character, are 
om'd abominable, tho' (a late Inſtance ay 
teach. 
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teach us, that they are not thought to diſqualifeÞ! 


Man from taking it upon him, upon the PreſumyM 
on, I ſuppoſe, that Impoſition of Hands will wy" 
a Regeneration:) and hence ſeems to proceed i 
Safety, that a Man, even under the Power of er 
better Princip, will have ſome Awe upon hin 
and keep an Eye now and then to his Condut ur 
But Vice is not confin'd to thoſe Inſtances, The 
are numberleſs others, which tho? equally crimim ® 
are not, that I can find, reckoi'd more inconſiſte e. 
with their Characters than other Mens: And the 
fore there is no additional Security beſides the coz S0 
mon Obligations, that a Man ſhall be more HH 
from them in this State than in any other: In m 
Caſes the Temptations appears ſtronger, for t 
Reaſon, that whenever aClergyman 1s guilty of a 
Immorality, it is ſure to meet with a charitab 
and good - natur'd Conſtruction from all the Broth 
1 hood ; inſomuch that they are counted Trayto e f 
| and ſure Objects of the common Hatred, who ff 
a tender Regard to the Intereſts of Piety, and aj! * 
Sen ſe of the infinite Scandal, that the immoral LH 
of Clergymen bring upon Religion, have the Here 
neſty and Courage, I won't ſay, to point out and i 
E but even to confeſs the Facts, and ackno 
edge the Charge: Art here will be employd IF 
conceal the Crime, and Evidence requir'd in PU. 
of it, ſuch as neither the. Caſe will admit, or w 
be demanded and expected in any other: Or if 
can't be done, new Methods will be try'd to & 
nuate and gloſs it over; the Offender will be re 
ſented, as weak and ignorant, and common Ff 
and Inad verte ce pleaded in exciſie for him: 
at laſt, if it be ſo flagrant, as her to be 1 
nor extenuated, yo. the expoſing or nuniſüs 
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_ i to be employ'd in. In Cafes indeed where the 
a mes are Injurious to the Revenues, or Immu- 
* es of the Order, it ſometimes happens that the 


Ender is called to an Account and cenſur'd, and I 
e known a rotten Member or two, after a long 
urſe of ſuch like Immorahities, « raded and cut 
But if the Caſe be only a Breach of Faith or 
and ſo artfully conducted, as to be out of the 
er of any legal Redreſs (as happened in a late 

notorious Inſtance, attended with extraordina- 
Gacceſs) *cwill be ſure to be huddled up and paſgd 
er as what ordinarily happens among Men of buſt- 
g Tempers, and ambitious Views, and the Per- 
; ſhall carry it off, if not with Applauſe, yet with- 
ta Bluſh : Tho? in any other Profeſſion, a Man 
at had diſcover'd ſuch Baſeneſs, wou'd be hooted 


dexcluded the common Society. I am there- 
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greater Security from Vice in this Character than 
other, that on the contrary, I think the Danger 
ater, and the Temptations ſtronger, from the 
parent hopes that 1t gives a Man, that his Vices 
all be either paſs*d over and concealed, or at leaſt 
ond and forgot, upon very eaſy and flight 
ums: Wherefore I conclude this Point with a 
ing of Tertullian's; Vani erimus fi putaverimus, 
4 ſacerdotibus non liceat laicis licere : De Ex- 


; wol 

- if "Colt. 

o ext you ſay, it is an Honourable Employment. 

. rep were in the Honour of it conſiſts, I am alſo at 
8% to know. In the earlieſt Times of Chriſtia- 


When the Laiours of the Clergy were moſt va- 
obe (as it genc. iy happens in the beginning of 
new Sect in Religion) yet even then the Palli- 

| _ 


| be counted Work too dirty for the Hands of | 


e ſo far from thinking that there is any additional 


Wb 
um was a Jeſt and a Ridicule, ſo far that it employ! 
the Labours of a very learn'd and orthodox Fat 
of the Church to defend it, (and to the immom 
Honour of that renown'd Champion of the Chr; 
an Faith, he has done it with vaſt profuſion of Lea 
ing and Eloquence) the Men that wore it were d 
Common Scorn, were call'd Bablers, the Men 
turn*d the World upſide down, and tho? unjuſtly! 
the Senſe it was intended, yet they were treated; 
ſuch, and paid dearly for it. . 

In after Ages indeed it became Hr curable wit 
a Witneſs, when they had refin'd both their Hat 
and Doctrine; Prieſts grew to be the © Grandeext 
the World, the Monarchs of the Earth bow'd dos 
and did them Reverence. They gave Laws u 
only to their on Claſs and Tribe, but likewiſe to: 
other Things and Perſons how contrary ſoeyert 
the Nature of their Juriſdiction : Some {mall u 
mains of this idle Farce and Pageantry, are it 
kept up among us, Tho? in general we may {a 
© how are the mighty 14llen! | 

It's cuſtomary {till to bend the Knee to a Biſhe 
(tho? never Cuſtom was introduc*-! or continu'd wil 
leſs Reaſon )and all that wear the Cloth, as the Phra 
is, are allow'd to walk foremoſt at Funerals, up 
which Occaſions a Clergyman will ſometimes gel 
Scarf, when a Squire ſhall go without one. Tit 
have beſides a Right of preſiding at Veſtries, wh 
gives ſome Authority, and Authority of any kind 
always follow'd with reſpect more or leſs ; and 
remote Corners, where Gentry are thin ſown, and 
others are to be found, with whom it is ſafe to i 
the Execution of the Laws, they are admitted tot 
Honour of being of the Quorum. (the? of late Je 
they find more than ordinary difficulty. in riſing 
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; Dignity, which is more uſually conferr*d on un- 
Receivers and Seneſchals, who no doubt are 
Wore upright and uncorrupt, and under fewer temp- 
ons to abuſe ſuch a Power) ſo it is alſo, that by fa- 
r of the Laws, their Benefices ſtill give them a 
e, and as they ſeem to have more worldly Wit- 
m than was uſual among their Predeceſſors, begin 
turn their thoughts to the Methods of Manage- 
nt and Frugality, and being ſometimes found 
be Men of Intrigues and Defign, they are conſe- 
ently of ſo e uſe now and then to their Betters, 
{ of courſe conſider'd and reſpected as ſuch. 
But then as thæie Honours, the moſt valuable at 
| of them, are accidental, and fall to the ſhare 
by far the ſmalleſt Number, ſo the reſt are the 
ws and Remanis of dying Bigottry, which I 
mpute vill vaniſh with the preſent Generation, 
& the very Word Prieſt, ſeems now to carry 
ro in its Sound to the Ears of the younger, 
Wn vhom the Contagion, by an inverted Order 
Natare, ſpreads upward: o the Elder, who, upon 
ny Occaſioii I have obſerv*d ready to join in the 
xr, when an Ogcaſion offers to make a Parſon 
temptiole: Tius is the prevailing Humour of 
the Times, and there are few fo old-faſhion*d as 
to run into it, ſo low are they in the Opinions 
Wlankind, that it is only by ſervile and mean 
1 they are able to keep Footing in the 
Drld. 
grant you that a ſober well-behay*d Clerk, who 
Is his Time, Parts and Fortune in doing Good 
Mankind, will be eſteemed and regarded. In 
generally has been ſo, and may be for the 
©: Bur thiy no way helps your Argument, for 
us Calc it is plain, that it's not to the Order, the 
: bs Name, 


i [2] 
Name, or the Habit, that the Honour is either if 
or paid, but to the York alone. And indeed noi 
bur Bigottry and Ignorance, cou'd in any Age 
appropriated that Reſpect to the one, which is1 
perly the Tribute of the other. 

Honour and Shame from no Condition riſe, 

At well your Part, there all the Honour lies; 

owl find if once the Monarch afts the Moni, 

Or Cobler, like the Parſon, will be Drunk : 

Worth makes the Man, and want of it the fl 

The reſt is all but Leather or Prunella. 

Beſides, in an Age when the whole Theor 
this Profeſſion is look'd upon as a Piece of rd 
Craft, as the Profeſſors are ſuppos'd to act fron 
ther Views and Motives; (how plauſible ſo⸗ 
their Conduct may be) than the bare deſire of 
ing Good, I may venture to pronounce, thut] 
Virtue muſt be very exalted and exemplar, 
fore it will be attended with the Admiratim 
Applauſe of you Neighbours. 

have heard, I own, much talk about the! 
nity of the Order, as ſome affect to ſpeak in Miet 
and ſwelling Words of Vanity, and Parſons ( 
diſtinguiſhed by the pompous Title of Amo; : 
dors, hence inferring not only an Equality but atis 
a Superiority over all ſubordinate Offices and ther 
ployments; and the Church inthe laſt Century iſe the 
to have had a ſet of Clerks in pay (ſuch as r 
Hickes, Collier, Brett, &c.) ſet apart on putp0 
cry up and defend this imaginary Superioritſ; 
I am ſenſible there are a fe underhand R 
ſtill in the Art. But the general Vogue at H 
has every where exploded ſuch Pretences, andi 
are no more beleiv*d, or regarded on acc 
them, than ordinary Chapmen for commending! 


= 
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15 ſhort, if there is any Honour annexed to this 
Mice, little as it is, it always goes along with the 
profit; and how poor a chance you have for bein 

Sharer in that I will now lay before you. | 

Conſider then, firft, that you were born and bred 
this ſorry Kingdom of Ireland, where there is 
either Learning, Virtue, nor Merit of any Kind, 
qualify a Man for more than a Vicaridge of 60 
o Pounds a Year, and that, not till towards the 
loſe of his Life, when the kind Donor will be ſure 
have it ſoon again in his Diſpolal ? unleſs he has 
en ſo wiſe, as to throw his Buſineſs at his Heels, 
(go ſeek it in another Kingdom by ſuch ways and 


e Wd Means, as few have yet got into che Secret of. 

ec Beſides, by the Time you have laid in a Fund of 
that Writ, ſufficient to Intitle you even to this, I much 
Medion whether there will be one for you orany bo- 


elle. | 
The preſent E--t ſeems to me in a tottering Way, 
dthings ripening gradually to its Diſſolution : The 


10 Wiicty ſeem every where tired of the grievous Bur- 
"ns Nen of paying Tythes ; from which, tho' the Land- 
\ mV; are in moſt places exempted, yet ſeem not to 
but N atisfied, unleſs they caneaſe their Tenants, as well 
and themſelves, and are daily clipping and circumci- 
ry is the Church's Property; ſo that it is not altoge- 


r improbable, but that in the Courſe of a few 


ups, they may reduce it to nothing, or to what. 
; a Clergy will thinks to the full as bad, a fixed Sti- 
Ra: For then they will be mere creatures of the 


tt, without Votes or Privileges, and where then 


their Honour be? 
B But 


Ware, when the Buyer ſees with his Eyes they are I 


14 
But tho' there were nothing of this in the q 
when, I pray you, was Nepoti/m more in Vogue ou! 
more open and avow'd? are there not Unions, Mu 
culties, Diſpenſations, and ſuch like Trumpery, 
which all the higheſt and beſt Preferments are & 
Joy'd by a few, and the reſt ſuffered to Drudgel 
Penury and Contempt? 
And how have you a Chance for being of thi 
happy few? Are you nearly related to any mity 
Head? Or are you reſolv* to look out for a Daq 
ter or a Neice? If not, take my Word for it, you 
ter yourſelf with the moſt vain Expectation 
ever enter'd into the Heart of Man, if you thinkt 
riſe; the moſt exalted degree of Merit in any othy 
Way, will be an impediment, and of no other i 
than to draw upon you the Envy and Hatred of: 
thoſe who have none of their own. 
Conſider farther that althoꝰ the number of Pariſh 
in this Kingdom, amount to upwards of 2200, e 
of which, bythe original Plan and intendmentofthen 
ſhou'd have a diſtinct Incumbent, yet as they are m 
nag d, make up preferments of different Values, trot 
50 to 600 Pounds per Annum, not for above one 
of the Clergy, I believe now in this Kingdom: 
that in this view ſuppoſing the Number of the Ck 
gy, to be double the Number of Benefices int 
Kingdom (and if ſome are not more ſparing ( 
their Hands; I'll anſwer, they will be treble in all 
tletime)there is at leaſt two to one, againſt any m 
that goes into the Church, that he ſhall never s 
Preferment of any ſort, unleſs he has ſome accid 
tal Advantages that the Majority are quite deftitl 
of: IT am of Opinion therefore that we ſhall on 
more have an order of mendicant Prieſts among 


which, as there is no certainty that a Proteſta 
Woll 


e dl [15] | 
ove, bud be put off with ſmaller Alms than a Papift, | 
„ Mou'd in the preſent impoveriſh'd State of this Na- 
on be too heavy a Tax, fo that I can't but highly 
plaud, and recommend to the Publick the judici- 
Project of a certain Prelate, who has declar'd it _ 
” Jpinion, that none ſhou'd be admitted to this 
ice, but ſuch as can ſupport themſelves indepen- 


ntly of the Profits of it. And who, I am well in- 
Dag m' d, reſalves to attack our Univerſity publickly. 
ou fir the Imprudent diſpoſition of her Revenues, in 
n tiWaintaining ſo many of the younger Sons of our 
nink entry, in a manner at their own Charge, agree- 
y othMWbly to the real deſign of thoſe Foundations, and 
ver uWHhereby annually ſending out a Number of Labour- 


rs into the Vineyard, who are ſo many Blots and 
ye-ſores to the Deputy Lords of it, and ſo unrea- 
2 as to grumble when they are refus'd their 
Wages, 9 

To return to what we were upon, if you take in- 
0 your Account, that three fourths of theſe Bene- 
ces are all in the Diſpoſal of two and twenty Per- 
0s, ſome of whom have ſo little reſemblance to 
ie great Type of their Leader,* who was without 
ndred, that they might take up their Parable and 
a, Who can count the fourth part of our Relations! 


ng bat the Obligation on every Man to Provide fer 
rann, and ſpecially thoſe of his own Houje, is in- 
m ſüpenſable that what by untimely Deaths, Tranſ- 
er Mons, &c. Not one in five ever continued io long 


In a Place as to provide for their whole Liſt : That 
le Relations having no heavy Luggage, can ſkip 


was a laying of Pope Benedict XII. who from being the Son of a Mil- 
9 u call'd the white Care mal, that Popes, 7. e. Biſhops, ſhou'd be like 
elch e leck, without Relations ; and applied the Wards of David, Pſ. 19. chus, 


al that belong to me get not Dominion, I ſhall be innoce it from the great 


B 2 and 


been long labouring, by Preſents, Letters Recom 


not be agreeable to the next: If, I ſay, you take i 
this into your Account, you will find there is ng 


leaſt to 7 times 7, and tho? it ſhou'd happen tha 


re — 
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and remove at every call of their Patron, tho! it re 


from Dingle to Donnegal: That after you hne 
mendatory, &c. to get into the good Graces of yay 
B—, he is remov'd at the very Inſtant you thoug 
you ſtood faireſt. That, perhaps the ſame Principly 


and Practices, that recommended you to hin, wil 


only two but ten to one againſt your ever riſing ig 
the Church. 

Do but imagine your ſelf under the Care and In 
ſpection of one, who being no Miniſter of the Let 
ter, becauſe the Letter Killeth, hath revers'd the A 

ſtle's Precept, and is now married to his third Wie; 
to which Wife he is allo the third or fourth Huſband 
between them, they make up ſeven Families, the 
Children of all th: former Marriages are as mu 
theirs by Law, as if they had been all the Fruiso 
the laſt Copulation : The Dependents then takin 
in the collateral Branches on both Sides, by ths 
loweſt Computation you can make, will amount al 


two thirds of theſe ſhou'd be of the Female-Sex, ye 
matters will neither be the better nor worſe for that 
ſince there will be always young Men to be found 
willing to accept of a Benefice in lieu of a Portion 
and take a Jointure for Life inſtead of giving one 
In this view I aſk, ( ſuppoſing you either thougi 
your ſelf above ſuch an Alliance, or that ſuch All 
ances were no very honourable ſteps to Prefermem 
what Probable proſpect you cou'd have? What lik 
cou'd laſt ſo long as to provide for ſucha Liſt? When 
is the See, bleſt with ſuch numerous and happy Es 


dowments, as to comprehend them all? for 1 ow 
Ws are 


[17] 


— 
o 


t Are 
ecom g- you only. ſbou'd be left a Prot bet of the Lord. 


oughtMW©Qſruction, fit down here and compute what may 


\ciplyW:he Gain, compare it with the returns that other 


„ vilployments bring in, and Iam of Opinion, you will 
ke IH that your Education, which to my Knowledge 
is ro: 1 4 Y ears paſt hascoſt above ſix hundred Pounds, 
ng uh hardly be turn*d to ſo bad Account in any other 
ay: to be an Hireling, underling Druge, at per- 
nd H zo or 40 Pounds a Year, a Hack, may be, be- 
 LetMeen 2 or 3 Pariſhes ſubject to the Flouts and Snubs 
he A fome lazy ignorant Fellow, to whom Nature ne- 
Wile: deſign'd any Superiority, is all you can reckon 
band Won with any certainty, for theſe 20 or 30 Years to 
„ the me; and if at the End of the Servitude one of un- 
much z mmon Compaſſion, ſhou'd give you a Vicaridge 
us a Sixty, you will be thought amply compenſated 
akin your Time, Toil and Expence : What a Com- 
V ther will it be to you then, opus et oleam perdere, to 
= gre labour'd for the Wind and that which profiteth 
cha. 

„cg But I will go farther and allow, that if there were 
thahhertainty even of 40 Pounds a Year, it might be 
ne Ilnducement, but you may be diſappointed even 
re, and not reach the Honour even ot that Station 
ſome time, for it is not the Perſon that is beſt qua- 
ed for the Office, that is pitch*d upon in ſuch caſes, 

* uch as will do the Work cheapeſt : And num- 
8 of the poorer ſort being yearly tranſported to 
Mthbouring Kingdom, who at a ſmall Fxperce 
Time and Money, and leſs Study, quickly again 
um Graduates, and are admitted into the Pricit- 
d without any form or Cercmory, than that of 
hare: B 3 a Ham- 


re, I can think of nothing, but a deſtroying Pe. 
hau nce that cou'd poſſibly clear the way for you, SS 


you rnerefore, my Son, be Wiſe, and hear a F ather's 


N 
"af 
= . 


vt * 
4 * 
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a. ſham Nomination, leaſt they ſhou'd be a Cn 
to the Perſon that ordains them; and being mey 
ly bred and educated, will undertake to do that þ 

20 Pounds for which you wou'd expect 40; andy 
therefore, I obſerve, much carreſsd; Hinc Ile I, 
grime, hence all that Ignorance Noth and floyen 
nefs, which were once ſo juſtly imputable to Nu 
bers of our Clergy, and ſeems now to be breaki 
In again and ready to overwhelm us. 

If this won't ſatisfy you in the Point, we will fy 
pole the beſt, that you are fix*d in this honourab 
Eſtate, and under the Conduct and Direction of oli 
who has Honeſty and Generoſity to pay you punt 
tually, and treat you like a. Gentleman : What ha 
you got? Only a Security for his Life or Incumbe 
cy: For upon the Demiſe of either; you are ſrt 
be ſupercede by ſome youngſter, whoſe fſuperic 

1 Merit it will not become you to diſpute, and t 
| ö you have diſcharg'd your Duty to the Satisfaction 
| 


every reaſonable Man, for 10, 15 or 20 V cars tog 
ther, and by that Time have got a Wife and Fam 
Iy about you, yet no regard ſhall be ſhewn you at: 
| but ſet a Drift to the wide World, to ſhift for the: 
and your ſel? the beſt Way you can, and what is fil 
more mortifying, be treated with the moſt bruti 
Rudeneſs, and all the ſhocking grating things tho 
IIl- nature can Suggeſt, ſaid to you, if you ventu 
to remonſtrate in the leaſt, tho' with ever ſo mud 
Modeſty in your Words and Carriage. 

After all, you may perhaps flatter yourſelf that ti 
you ſhou'd miſs in one way, you may ſucceed in ant 
ther, that as there area conſiderable; Number, of Be 
| nefices in the Hands of Lay-Patrons, you may ri 
| by getting into the good Graces of ſome of thee, 

| Here I confels wou'd ſeem to be the beſt chan 
* 


ll. have, for which reaſon if more of them were 
nen appropriated, (as the diſpoſal of theſe things was 
it doubt Originally almoſt every where in the Lai- 
1d oF) and they brought back to the Form of the pri- 


ee Plan, I am not fure but it wou'd be for the 


ven 
Nu g 
akinfWepend upon it. For as it is a Family of very ſhore 
ations, who wou'd be glad of a Proviſion of 1, 
hundred Pounds a Year, who are therefore ge- 


I! ſur 
Ur 
F on 


und 
J hae, and a numerous Train of Dependents, and in 
mbeWDiſpoſal of a Benefice, ſeldom look farther than 
rei their own Shoulders for one to confer it on, 


Per 10 g 
« th 


tion MC rice of the Lady oftner fixes the Choice than 
tog Negſon 01 the Huſband. 

FanWherfore, Si te propoſiti nondum pudet, atq; ea- 
4 at ie? ne Si potes illa pati — attend till I 
then you by what Ways and Means you may. moſt 


is {il 
brut: 
os tu of your purſuit. 

rentuWrder ro ſucceed with one or Yother, let me tell 
mud that l byno means like the way that you ſet out. 
nz, youſay, you truſt, tollerably qualified your 

at ti ſtudy and Sobriety, &c.--— The Qualities, 
in aner you may think of them, will by no 
of Dl If you mean to thrive, inſtantly renounce 
ay rifſulics and lay aſide your Books: You have, 
theſe. Nane, already Jaid in a Stock {ſufficient to make 
chances a modern Examination with Credit, vie 
yo t. 


ably gain theend of your Endeavours, and carry 


- * A 1 
» . yy 
* * 
«a | 
» Ls Y F 
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reſt and Advantage of the Inferior Clergy: Hows. 
ras Matters now ſtand I wou'd not have you raſhe 


ding, how great ſoever, that has not ſeveral poor 


y Educated with a View to this, ſo they like 
others have alſo their particular Intereſts to 
re they expect to ſee Men waiting 2 J cringing 


heir favours : and to make the Caſe ſtill worſe, 


joint, that upon the whole Matter ſeems moſt- 


— POE * 
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that is over no more is neceſſary. All that the 
non requires, is, that you ſhould give an account 
Your Faith in Latin, and even that ſometime 
not inſiſted on. 

As for Sermons little Time or Trouble will 
neceſſary ;. there are many excellent ones in Prin 
or if the Trouble of tranſcribing be too great, y 
may borrow from your Neighbours, as many! 
cellent Preachers have done before you, or cha 
Pulpits by a convenient ſhove, tho? it were from Wl 
End of a Dioceſe to another. Thus, you may{M? 
free of the deadly Toil'of thinking, writing, wii < 
turning over Books, and be at Leiſure to attend j 
more important Affairs, and acquire a RepurationÞf* 
which it is ten to one the moſt painful Search ie 
Knowledge or Induſtry in your Buſineſs wou'd o 
ver raiſe you to: For the more you confine e 
ſelf to theſe, the more obſcure you will ever H= 
*w1ill be no better than putting your Talents nl" 
Napkin and hiding them under the Ground; M! 
Reputation will never get out of the narrow C 
of your own Pariſh, and your annual Appean lr 
at the Viſitation, will only make an acquaintance Wp*?* 
tween you and the Regiſter, and give you an 
portunity, if you live at any Diſtance, of ſpendſi , 
20, or 30 Shillings, for no other End than to P: 
half a Crown. No, no: ſet your Candle on HH ?! 
Ride abroad, and leave the Sheep to theme . 
repair to the grandTheatre of Pleature and Buſin 0 
to the Plains of Greeting and Salutation, EnW"s 
the Borders of your Philacteries, and be called of d 
Rabbi, Rabbi, and this may poſſibly do the Me 

There is——who with ordinary Parts and WW"! 
Learning, living in Iàleneſs and Riot, has NF. a, 
a Station of Honour, and very conſiderable R 


\ 
' 
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he Offices of the Paſtoral Care. He has been 


1 good Sermon of another's compoſing in 12 
ics; Gailop 16 Miles before Dinner upon an 


fore 2 Roomful of Ladies of the Top Qua- 
Crack a ſmutty Joke è cathedra, where the 
penicent expected a graveAdmonition, and do 


to the great Entertainment and Ed:fication 
recommended him to the Eſteem of Numbers, 


e Prize upon a Competition, againſt Men of 
Wn ?robity, Sobriety, Senſe and Learning. 
we heard of ſome that have had the Boldneſs 


im forthe Prieſthood, but how they came by ſuch 


were illiterate Men, and the Command to 

as, not ſo much as to think how or whatthey 
| ſpeak | 

n tors peak. 

— probable alſo their Succeſſors did not much 

them, for I have been told that two very 


Buſin Nd Fathers * of the Church abus'd humane 

Ende in a moſt egregious Manner, as what was 
6 of into the World for the Ruin and De- 
ge Wal of Mankind, and inconſiſtent with true 
and ty. + Zerom ſeems to have been of the 


las riſet „ Alex, Stromat. Lib. 4. Tertull, de Preſcripte * 
aach. de Cuſtod. Virg. 0 


1 


the Church; has many Friends and general- 
zemed a Man of Infinite Humour and Plea- 
yet neither acquainted with, nor qualified 


n to mangle and curtail the Liturgy, ramble. 


mation, cat himſelf aſleep, make a bawdy Re- 


other ſuch things highly becoming his Cha- 
ders by. All which happy Accompliſhments . 


oſe Friendſhip he has more than once carried 


in publick that Learning was a neceſſary Qua- 


ard Notion I cart conjecture: For I think, 
enerally allow'd and prided in, that the A- 


- 
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[ 22 ] 
fame Opinion, when he 2 ＋ a Story of his be 
reprehended by an Angel for reading Tully, au 
ew you that this was not the Whim only of prj 
Men, it was decreed in the 4th Council of Cart 
that no Biſhop ſhould read any Heathen Auth 
I know, Origin, in that admired Piece Contraf;2lj 
(who ſeems to have been the firſt Chriſtian Dj 
that was a Scholar) recommends the Art of L 
as neceſſary for a Chriſtian Preacher, and think 
lomon does the ſame, Prov. 10. 17. when be 
He that refuſeth Reproof, (i. e. Logic) erreth, 
as | am not a Judge how far that Text was to 
purpoſe, and being alſo told that he was re 
able for Notrums or Paradoxes, and has been qu 
by our modern Free-thinkers *,, as a Ringleade 
their Set, I am not inclin'd to lay any great $ 
upon his Authority in this Point: Every one kad 
how low Learning ran! When the Fooleries of 

kery were in Faſhon, and the uſurpations of P 
6 6 

ry prevail'd, and tho? it ſeem'd to revive a l 


lenc 


| ; mong us after the Reformation, yet it ſeems ne 
Fl now again in a declining State: for this I Kno ic 
bl ſelf, which to me is the great diſadvantage of Hut 
'$ ing, and weighs down every thing that can bee | 
in it's Fayour, that of all other things it mos 
qualifies a Man for Company and Converſatofipy 
being at this Day the greateſt inſtance of Imgſuole 
nence and ill breeding, to ſtart a Topick of Lt 
ing, and talk of Books at all among the adept Fn: 
Age, unleſs with a few Ridiculous odd Cg 
who for being ſo beſotted as to cheriſh this Eu 


are therefore intirely overlook'd and diſregard 2 
* 


Sex. Decret- Diſtinct. 37. 
Lib. 6. *. Diſe. on Free- thinkers. Ne 


chan Learning, your Morals, like your Dreſs, 
_ . MſitEaſy and Genteel, or the beſt and faireſt Ap- 
* - W-nce, will only ſerve to make you reckon*d Sour 
: In- natur'd. So if from the unhappy Prejudices 
ducation, you have contracted any liking or 
ict, for it, conceal and hide it, as artfully as you 
And of all things never attempt to check or 
& Vice in another, for that 1s a Degree of Im- 
-nce not co be born; and take it from me as a 
r failing univerſal Maxim, that Imprudence 
es more Enemies than Vice: One ſlip, one falſe 
hen you think your {elf ſureſt of your patron's 
hip, may baffle all your Schemes, and diſ- 
int all your Expectations ; therefore make the 
ateſman your Patern, who ſaid he was made 
nuercu ſed ex ſalice. Aﬀent to every thing 
$faid, run jn with every thing that's propos'd, 
Jyou may chance ſome time or other to be con- 
d for your Services. 
:nce you may perceive what ſort of Accom- 
ments, 'twill be requiſite to bring with you 
the Univerſity, for in caſe you perſiſt in your 
W'ution, you muſt either change your Meaſures, 
ke thoſe unhappy ſick People at the pool of 
da, you may wait, and wait, ſtill expecting 
by Hour, when the Angel wou'd come to 
ule the Waters; but ſtill one more forward 
Witp in between, to prevent and diſappoint you. 
mm ingenii, eruditionis, experientiæ probitatis et 
um id eſſe pretium putat, planiſſime inſanit, tan- 
his E abſunt iſtorum nonnulli qui ad Clavem ſedent 
egar0W:0-ndo reliquos, ut penitus impediant probe ſibs 
| quibus artibus illuc pervenerint. 


Upon 


Ne 


either, my Son, will Virtue be of more uſe to 3 


” Upon th the whole Matter therefore 10 wol 
= wait for ſome more powerful and aw 

Il, than any you have yet had, and not rall 
td the Whiſperer in your own Boſom. I 
invited by a Bath-Kot by an audible Vo 
ſome good Patron, then you may ſay, youth 
are truly called, and obey the gracious Sul 
but as for any private Impulſes of the Spin 
is ſo little 1 in diſtinguiſhing from 
they proceed, and how they are occaſion'd 


don't 150 how you or any Man can take upt 
to anſwer the uſual Queſtions; nor cou d Ia 
with what you propoſe, without forteiting g 15 
racter of an, 
June 1ſt. 1737. Aegi 


